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INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RESOURCES ADVANCEMENT
UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO, SRI LANKA

Diploma in Labour Education -2024/25

1*t Semester Examination

DY 02 — English Language

Instructions to the Candidates

(1)  The time allocated for the examination is Three (03) hours.

(2)  This Paper consists of eight (08) questions and eight (08) pages.

(3)  Answer all the questions. Write your Index Number on all pages of the answer script

(5) If a page or a part of this question paper is not printed, please inform the Supervisor
immediately.




J1. Read the following text and answer *hu questions given below. (20 me~ks)

First introduced in 1927, The Hardy Boys Mystery Stories are a series of books about the adventures
of brothers Frank and Joe Hardy, teenage detectives who solve one baffling mystery after another. The
Hardy Boys were so popular among young boys that in 1930 a similar series was created for girls
featuring a sixteen-year-old detective named Nancy Drew. The cover of each volume of The Hardy
Boys states that the author of the series is Franklin W. Dixon; Carolyn Keene supposedly writes the
Nancy Drew Mystery Stories. Over the years, though, many fans of both series have been surprised
that Franklin W. Dixon and Carolyn Keene are not real people. Who wrote The Hardy Boys and Nancy
Drew mysteries if Franklin W. Dixon and Carolyn Keene never existed?

The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew books were written through a process called ghostwriting. A
ghostwriter writes a book according to a specific formula. While ghostwriters are paid for writing the
books, their authorship is not acknowledged, and their names do not appear on the published books.
Ghostwriters can write books for children or adults, the content of which is unspecific. Sometimes they
work on book series with a lot of individual titles, such as The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew series.

The initial idea for both The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew series was developed by a man named
Edward Stratemeyer, who owned a publishing company that specialized in children’s books.
Stratemeyer noticed the increasing popularity of mysteries among adults and surmised that children
would enjoy reading mysteries about younger detectives with whom they could identify. Stratemeyer
first developed each book with an outline describing the plot and setting. Once he completed the
outline, Stratemeyer then hired a ghostwriter to convert it into a book of slightly over 200 pages. After
the ghostwriter had written a draft of a book, he or she would send it back to Stratemeyer, who would
make a list of corrections and mail it back to the ghostwriter. The ghostwriter would revise the book
according to Stratemeyer’s instructions and then return it to him. Once Stratemeyer approved the book,

it was ready for publication.

Because each series ran for so many years, Nancy Drew and The Hardy Boys both had several different
ghostwriters producing books; however, the first ghostwriter for each series proved to be the most
influential. The initial ghostwriter for The Hardy Boys was a Canadian journalist named Leslie
McFarlane. A few years later, Mildred A. Wirt, a young writer from Iowa, began writing the Nancy
Drew books. Although they were using prepared outlines as guides, both McFarlane and Wirt
developed the characters themselves. The personalities of Frank and Joe Hardy and Nancy Drew arose
directly from McFarlane’s and Wirt’s imaginations. For example, Mildred Wirt had been a star college
athlete and gave Nancy similar athletic abilities. The ghostwriters were also responsible for numerous
plot and setting details. Leslie McFarlane used elements of his small Canadian town to create Bayport,
the Hardy Boys’ fictional hometown.

Although The Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew books were very popular with children, not everyone
approved of them. Critics thought their plots were unrealistic and even far-fetched since most teenagers
did not experience the adventures Frank and Joe Hardy or Nancy Drew did. The way the books were
written also attracted criticism. Many teachers and librarians objected to the ghostwriting process,
claiming it was designed to produce books quickly rather than create quality literature. Some
libraries— including the New York Public Library—even refused to include the books in their
children’s collections. Ironically, this decision helped sales of the books, because children simply
purchased them when they were unavailable in local libraries.

Regardless of the debates about their literary merit, each series of books has exerted an undeniable
influence on American and even global culture. Most Americans have never heard of Edward
Stratemeyer, Leslie McFarlane, or Mildred Wirt, but people throughout the world are familiar with
Nancy Drew Frank, and Joe Hardy.
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1. +In which year was the Nancy Drew mysicey serics was introduced? (01 marks)

...............................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

marks)

.....................................................................................................................

7. As used in paragraph 3, which is the best definition for surmised? (01 marks)

A. guessed B. questioned C. knew D. proved

8. Write down a suitable title for the above text. (01 mark)

.....................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................
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02. Comrplete thefullewing telephorie conversatios: by selecting the appropriate phrases from: .
the given list. (10 marks)

Oh good! Can I bring anything?

I am assuming that the dress is casual.
Dress casually and bring your bathing suit!
I don’t have any big plans.

That sounds like fun. Where will it be?

Anne: Hey, Robert, what are you doing this weekend?

Anne: We will be providing hot dogs, hamburgers, and cake, but people can bring a side
dishe.

Robert: Wonderful. Just send me the time and date and TI’ll be there,

03. Turn the following active voice sentences into passive voice. (10marks)

1. They schedule meetings in the afternoon.

............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................

6. The teacher was markin g the papers when the students entered the room.
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............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................

04. Write the correct form of the verb to fill the gaps. (10 marks)

1. According to the agenda, the function .................. (start) at 9:00 am.

2. Donltshout! My brother ... covvimmammis (study) for the examination.

L T [T ———— (meet) him yesterday at the Gregory Lake.

4. The phone rang while she ................... (cook) in the kitchen.

5. The compittes . coousmmvimssns (visit) the Institute next week.

6. Could you please ............. (open) the gate? I am here.

7. Ineed to leave early today. I .......c.cceeeeeen. . (book) two tickets for the movie.
8. They ..c.cevvvvnnnnn. (phone) us last week to invite us to the party.

9. That coffee .........cceeveennnn.n. (smell) good.

10.Tam c.ovvvnnneiiiianeann. (read) an interesting book these days.

05. Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions. (10 marks)

1. We couldn’t find the book that he was looking ....... (up, for, in, on)

2. The teacher divided the record books........... all the children. (at, between, among, for)

3. She has kept the books .......... the table. (on, to, for, between)

4. Our international conference will be held .......... 5" November. (in, to, on, at)

5. The students were informed that the examination starts .............. 8.30 am. (at, on, in, with)
6. He has parked the vehicle ................ my house. (on, in, for, at)

7. My son likesto eatalot ........... sweet. (off, of, on, at)

8. His vifice ig loeated. ...ocooviniiaiiis to the Planetarium. (at, opposite, in, on)
Page 5 of 8




9. They will visit the premisss ........:.... the minister. (by, with, at, an)
10. The road leads ............. Paddy fields. (between, at, among, near)

06. Fill in the blanks with a, an or the where necessary. (10 marks)

1. Our neighbor, Mr. Gunaratne has bought ...................... new car.
7. S old man wanted to see you in the morning.
3.Sheateonly ............. orange and a banana for breakfast.

4. Whereis .......... kettle? I saw it here a little while ago.

5. We Bt < ovimarnives European girl in the hotel.

6. My grandmother used to tellme ............. stories when I was little.
7. You can’t meet Rita today. She has goneon ................ vacation.
8. Minipuraisoneof ................... smallest villages in this district.
9. Visitors can visit the patients only twice ................... day.

10. He was late by .............. hour for the meeting.

07. You bought a mobile from a shop and it has developed some faults. Write a letter of
complaint using the following outline: (10 marks)
i. . Complain that the mobile does not work properly
ii.  Describe the faults: problems with power on and power off, screen blurred,
difficulties in opening documents, malfunctioning of some keys
iii.  Request them to replace it with a new one as it is still within the guarantee period

iv.  Request immediate attention

........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................
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08. Choose one of the topics and write an essay on it using around 250 words. (20 marks)
1. Is online learning effective?
2. Importance of learning a foreign language Does social media create learning opportunities?
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