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Instructions to the Candidates

)
)
€))
4)
)
©)

Time allocated for the examination is Three (03) hours.

This Paper consists seven (07) questions and eight (08) pages including Part A and Part B
Answer all the questions of Part A and one (01) question from Part B.

Write your Index Number on all pages of answer script.

Tie up all answer sheets at the end of the examination.

If a page or a part of this question paper is not printed, please inform the Supervisor
immediately.




Part A

1. Read the following text and answer the questions given below. (15 marks)

Today we take the tomato for granted. It is in our salads, in our soup, in our ketchup, and often in
our gardens. Tomato juice is a refreshing way to get a serving of vegetables. However, our

relationship with the tomato was once a very different matter.

Let’s start with ketchup, an American food staple. We dip our fries in it, pour it on our burgers,
slather it on our hot dogs, and eat our eggs with it. In the 1700s, “ketchup” was widely used in
China and British sailors took the sauce back to Great Britain with them. It wasn’t made from
tomatoes though; it was a sauce made out of pickled fish. Chefs in Great Britain often used

mushrooms and walnuts as the main ingredient.

Tomatoes became popular in America because of ketchup, but not until almost the 1800s. Before
then tomatoes were considered poisonous and people did not eat them! Tomatoes were called “love
apples” and belong to the “nightshade” family, which includes some very toxic plants. The tomato
plant has a tiny bit of poison in the leaves and unripe fruit, but not enough to hurt a person. Before
the 19th century, Americans mostly grew tomatoes as a decorative garden plant. Eventually word

spread that tomatoes were not toxic, and they ended up in ketchup.

Today tomatoes are a delicious vegetable for our soups and salads. However, it turns out that
tomatoes are not a vegetable at all but a fruit. Tomatoes come from the middle of a flower on the
tomato plant and contain the seeds of the plant so therefore are a fruit. However, even the Supreme
Court of the United States said that tomatoes should count as a vegetable. The Court heard a case
involving the taxing of vegetables. There was an argument about whether tomatoes were a fruit or
vegetable. The Supreme Court decided that for legal purposes, the tomato would be classified as o
vegetable because it is eaten with dinner and not dessert. One hundred years later, the state of
Arkansas got in on the fun when they made the tomato the official state fruit and the official state

vegetable!



Ho, the next time you are opening a tiny packet of kétchup to enjoy with your fries, or eating the

cherry tomato off of your salad, remember all the history behind the tomato.

i Write down a suitable title for the above text. ' (01 marks)
ii. By reading the above complete story, what conclusion can you come up with?

(02 marks)
il Who took the ketchup to Great Britain? (01 marks)

iv. What were the main ingredients used to prepare ketchup by chefs in Great Britain?
(02 marks)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

V. What was the opinion of the people on tomatoes before the 1800s? (02 marks)

vi. What was the justification that the United States Supreme Court used to say that

tomatoes should count as a vegetable? (02 marks)
vii Write down a summary on the above text in about 75 words. (05 marks)



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Write down the correct form of the verbs to fit the blanks. (20 marks)

I IE L Al (met) him this evening, I’ll give him the message.

o SR (readj a book in the garden.

3. You can turn off the lights. I ............. (not use) them.

4. Don’t worry. His condition ............. (improve) gradually.

Soiy.esterday, L v divavesrss (complete) my homework.

6. Mymother .............. (prepare) dinner for everyone when she ran out of gas.
ol The dinner:. (s (smell) great.

Hl o NI A (play) tennis most of his evening.

9, He.............. (complete) the employee performance reviews.

10. Researchers ....,..covee (use) this method since it was developed.

3. Fill in the blanks using the appropriate preposition. (20 marks)

i. This shop doesn’t have the fashions I was looking .......

a. up b. for c. in d. on
ii. The teacher divided the papers ........... all the students.

a. for b. between . among d. to



iii. The servant is grateful .......... its owner.

a. to b. for c.in d. at

iv. Our anniversaryis .......... 5" November.
a.in b. to ¢, on d. since

v. The girl who is ......... , the reception is quite young.
a.at b. on ¢, in d. for

vi. Mahatma Gandhi was born ... 2" October.
aon b.in u, for d. at

vii.  While waiting for my train, I'took a walk ............ the station.
a. of b, around U, herosy d. for

viii.  Mary hag been in the United States .o a year.
a. at b, for o during d. since

ix. 1 tey to get to school .o time to have a cup of coffee before my first class.

a, on b, tll ¢ by d. at
X, Waoncoopt your kind tnvitation o pleasure.
i, with b, by ¢ n d. through



4. Turn the following active voice sentences into paséive voice

i. My brother bought a new house.
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ix. The government has declared a special holiday for the students.
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5, Choose one of the topics and write an essay on it using around 250 words. (15 marks)
1. The most admirable person in my life.
2. Importance of learning English
3. Why do we need to have a hobby?
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Part B

6. Discuss the application of local expressions and idioms to show the Sri Lankan identity in the

poem “The Cobra” by Lakdasa Wikramasinghe.

(10 marks)

7. The short story “Stench of Kerosene” by Amrita Pritam represents how some traditions and

cultures can be harmful to human life. Discuss this statement by giving examples.
(10 marks)
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